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CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 344 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SF. PINR 

SUB J : DEATH OF DETAINEE MATTHEWS MABELANE 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 344 

1 . IN INTERVIEWS PUBLISHED IN PRESS, PARENTS OF LATE MATTHEWS 
MABELANE, REVEREND PHILLIP AND MESSINA MABELANE, STATED 
THEIR SON DISAPPEARED LAST OCTOBER AFTER HE HAD TOLD THEM HE 
HAD ALREADY VISITED MOZAMBIQUE, SWAZILAND, AND BOTSWANA. 

AFTER NOT HEARING FROM HIM FOR SOME TIME, THEY REPORTED HIS 
DISAPPEARANCE TO SOWETO POLICE, WHO SAID THEY WOULD CONDUCT 
SEARCH. THEY FIRST HEARD FROM POLICE THERE- AFTER WHEN THEY 
RECEIVED REGISTERED LETTER FROM SECURITY BRANCH TWO WEEKS AGO 
STATING MATTHEWS WAS IN DETENTION. LETTER SAID THAT HE WAS BEING 
HELD UNDER SECTION SIX OF TERRORISM ACT AND THAT FAMILY COULD 
DELIVER CLOTHING AND FRUIT TO HIM EVERY FORTHNIGHT. HIS 
FATHER WENT TO JOHN VORSTER SQUARE POLICE HEADQUARTERS IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 JOHANN 00344 171515Z 

JOHANNESBURG ON FEBRUARY 4 HOPING TO SEE HIS SON, BUT WAS TOLD 
HE WOULD HAVE TO MAKE FORMAL APPLICATION. HE HAD NOT YET MADE 
APPLICATION WHEN HE LEARNED OF SON'S DEATH. 

2. BLACKS IN SOWETO ARE MORE THAN SKEPTICAL OF POLICE REPORTS 
THAT MATTHEWS MABELANE FELL TO HIS DEATH ACCIDENTALLY, JUST 
AS THEY DISCOUNT EARLIER REPORTS OF OTHER DETAINEES DYING IN 
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PRISON BY SUICIDE OR FROM NATURAL CAUSES. THEY ARE SO 
CONDITIONED BY MULTIPLE ACCOUNTS OF POLICE BRUTALITY AND 
TORTURE THAT NO OFFICIAL VERSION IS GIVEN CREDIT. CONGEN IS 
FORWARDING AIRGRAM OF FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF POLICE METHODS OF 
TORTURE BARELY SHORT OF HOMICIDE. 

JOHNSON 

NOTE BY OC/T: REFERENCE AS RECEIVED. 
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